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EC Activities for Spatial Referencing

Spatial Reference Workshop (Paris, November 1999) was an initiative
of the European Commission (EC) to use European Reference Systems for

Geographic Information Systems
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The Spatial Reference Workshop, Paris, November 1999,
Recommends that the European Commission:

European Geodetic Datum: Adopts ETRS89 as the geodetic datum for the geo-
referenced coordinates of its own data; Promotes the wider use of ETRS89 within
all member states.

Geographical Coordinate System: Normally expresses positions related to
ETRS89 datum in ellipsoidal type co-ordinates

European Map Projections: Defines its various needs for map projections(s) /
obtains further expert advice to determine the appropriate projections (UTM).

European Vertical Datum: Adopts the results of the EUVN/UELN initiatives when
available, as definitions of vertical datum and gravity-related heights (EVRS);

Results Dissemination: Disseminates widely the results of the meeting and
follow-up activities to the GIS industry, standards authorities, and potential users.
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